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Successful launch of Chandrayaan 2: 

Launch of Chandrayaan 2
Photo: Times of India 

On  22  July,  the  Indian  Space  Research
Organisation (ISRO) successfully launched
India’s  Geosynchronous  Satellite  Launch
Vehicle  GSLV  MkIII-M1,  carrying  the
3840  kg  Chandrayaan-2  spacecraft  going
on a lunar mission. India’s President Shri
Ram Nath Kovind watched the launch from
the  Satish  Dhawan  space  centre  at  the
island  of  Sriharikota.  The  objective  of
Chandrayaan-2  is  to  develop  and
demonstrate  end-to-end  lunar  mission
capabilities,  including  soft  landing  and
roving  on  the  lunar  surface,  and  the
mission    also   aims   to    further    expand

scientific knowledge of the Moon through
detailed  studies.  In  his  Message  on  the
occasion,  Prime  Minister  Shri  Narendra
Modi stated that the launch of Chandrayaan
2  illustrated  the  prowess  of  India’s
scientists  and  the  determination  of  1.3
billion  Indians  to  scale  new  frontiers  of
science.  He  also  highlighted  that
Chandrayaan-2  was  unique  because  it
would explore and perform studies on the
south  pole  region  of  lunar  terrain  which
was not explored and sampled by any past
mission. He also underlined that thanks to
Chandrayaan,  India’s  Lunar  Programme
would  get  a  substantial  boost,  and
emphasized  that  efforts  such  as
Chandrayaan-2  would  further  encourage
India’s bright youngsters towards science,
top quality research and innovation. 

Triple  Talaq  Bill  passed  by  Indian
Parliament: On 30 July, the Rajya Sabha,
upper  house  of  the  Indian  Parliament
passed the Muslim Women (Protection of
Rights on Marriage) Bill, which abolished
Triple Talaq, a practice of instant divorce
applied  by  Muslim men.  Also,  the lower
house  Lok  Sabha  had  passed  the  Bill.
Prime Minister Narendra Modi stated that
an  archaic  and  medieval  practice  had
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finally  been  confined  to  the  dustbin  of
history,  and  highlighted  that  this  was  a
victory  of  gender  justice  and  would
contribute to further equality in society and
women empowerment. 

Presentation of Union Budget 2019-2020:

Union Finance Minister Nirmala Sitharaman presents
the Union Budget 2019-2020 in the Lok Sabha
Photo: LSTV/PTI

On 5 July, India’s Union Finance Minister
Nirmala  Sitharaman  presented  the  Union
Budget  2019-2020  in  the  Lok  Sabha  at
Parliament,  New  Delhi.  In  her  Budget
Speech,  Ms.  Sitharaman  stated  that  the
Indian economy would grow to become a 3
trillion dollar economy in the current year.
She  highlighted  that  it  was  now  the  6th

largest in the world, while five years ago, it
was  at  the  11th position.  In  Purchasing
Power  Parity  terms,  India  was  in  fact
already the 3rd largest economy, only next
to  China and the US. The Union Budget
2019-2020  was  designed  to  increase
India’s development pace, simplify the tax
system,  modernize  infrastructure,
strengthen  industry  and  entrepreneurs,
increase  women’s  participation  in  the
development  process  of  the  country,
improve  the  education  sector  and  boost
efforts  on  environment,  electric  mobility
and solar sector. 

Tiger  Census  Report  2018:  On  the
occasion  of  the  Global  Tiger  Day  on  29
July,  Prime Minister  Shri  Narendra Modi

released the results of the 4th cycle of All
India  Tiger  Estimation  –  2018  in  New
Delhi. According to the survey, the count
of tigers in India had risen to 2967 in 2018,
which made the country among the biggest
and  most  secure  habitats  for  tigers.  PM
Modi  described  this  as  a  historic
achievement  for  India,  and  reaffirmed
India’s commitment towards protecting the
tiger.  

PM  Modi  at  the  release  of  “Tiger  Census  Report
2018”

Hima Das won fifth gold medal:

Hima Das wins fifth gold medal
Photo: Jagran Josh

On 20 July, the sprinter Hima Das won her
fifth gold medal of the season in a 400m
race in the Czech Republic. The 19-year-
old, who comes from the state of Assam,
clocked 52.09 seconds to finish first. Prime
Minister Shri Narendra Modi congratulated
Hima Das and stated that  India was very
proud  of  her  phenomenal  achievements
over the last few days, and highlighted that
everyone was absolutely delighted that she
had brought home five medals  in various
tournaments. 
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Indian States / Festivals

Assam: 

Assam tea industry
Photo: Government of Assam 

Assam is located in northeastern India, and
is  the  largest  economy  in  the  Northeast
Region.  The  state  economy  ranks  17th

among  India’s  33  states  and  union
territories with an estimated GDP of USD
54 billion  in  2019-2020, and it  is  a  fast-
growing  economy  with  estimated  GDP
growth  rate  of  12.4%  from  2018-19  to
2019-20. Assam is well-known for its tea
and silk products,  and has the largest  tea
growing area in the world. Assam accounts
for more than 50% of of India’s total tea
production, and around one-seventh of the
global  tea  production.  Regarding  other
industries,  Assam is  a  major  producer  of
crude oil and natural gas, and was the first
place  in  Asia  where  petroleum  was
discovered. Also, the state has 17 industrial
areas and three industrial growth centres at
Chariduar,  Matia  and  Chaygaon-Patgaon,
and  11  integrated  infrastructure
development  centres  have  been  planned
across  the  state.  Moreover,  the  Assam
Government has adopted major initiatives
to  promote  Assam  as  an  investment
destination. Some of these initiatives are a
new  Institute  of  Information  Technology
(IIT) in Guwahati,  facilitation of business
through  fiscal  incentives  and  multi-year
concessions to investors, and establishment
of  an  Export  Promotion  Industrial  Park
(EPIP) near Guwahati.

One-horned rhinoceros in Kaziranga National Park
Photo: Kaziranga National Park

Assam  is  also  the  most  popular  tourist
destination  among  the  states  in  the
Northeast Region, and the state particularly
attracts wildlife tourism due to its  unique
and exotic wildlife which includes the rare
one-horned  rhinoceros  which  has  been
protected from near extinction, wild water
buffalo, pygmy hog, tiger, Asian elephant
and various  species  of  Asiatic  birds.  The
most famous national parks are Kaziranga
National  Park  and  Manas  National  Park,
which  both  are  World  Heritage  Sites.
Kaziranga National  Park is home to two-
thirds  of  the  world’s  population  of  one-
horned  rhinoceros,  while  Manas  National
Park harbours the maximum population of
endangered  Indian  species.  In  addition,
major  tourist  spots  include  Kamakhya
Temple,  Umananda  Temple  and  the
cultural institution Shankardev Kalakshetra
in Guwahati,  and Kedareswara Temple in
Hajo. 

Njangattiri Aanayoottu:  On 19 July, the
elephant  feeding  ritual  Njangattiri
Aanayoottu  was  held  at  the  Njangattiri
Bhagavathi Temple in Pattambi, Palakkad,
Kerala.  At  the  Njangattiri  Aanayoottu,  a
special feast following ayurvedic principles
is  prepared  for  the  elephants  inside  the
temple premises. The ritual aims to please
Lord Ganesha, for the removal of obstacles
and fulfilment of wishes. 
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Njangattiri Aanayoottu
Photo: Kerala Tourism

International  commercial  &
business activities in India 

India ranked 52nd in Global Innovation
Index  (GII)  2019:  In  New  Delhi on  24
July,  the Government of India hosted the
launch  of  the  Global  Innovation  Index-
2019,  which  is  published  every  year  by
Cornell  University,  the  business  school
INSEAD  and  the  UN  World  Intellectual
Property  Organization  (WIPO).  The  GII
2019 ranked the innovation performance of
129  countries  and  economies  across  the
world,  based  on  more  than  80  indicators
which  explored  a  broad  vision  of
innovation including politial  environment,
education,  infrastructure  and  business
sophistication. India jumped five places in
2019, to improve its position from 57th in
2018 to 52nd in 2019, and India’s rank has
improved from 81st in 2015 to 52nd in 2019.
Speaking at the launch of the GII 2019, Mr.
Piyush  Goyal,  Union  Minister  of
Commerce  &  Industry  and  Railways
congratulated  all  those  involved  in  the
process  of  India’s  significant  progress  in
GII  ranking.  He  stated  that  India  would
continue its efforts to reach upwards of top
50 rankings and that the country would not
rest  on  past  laurels  until  it  achieved  its
target  of  positioning itself  among the top
25  countries.  He  also  called  on  India’s
R&D institutions,  universities  and private
sector to transform the country into a hub

of  innovation,  and  highlighted  that
innovate  ideas  should  provide  sustainable
solutions to the problems which India was
currently  facing,  such  as  rising  pollution
levels  in  cities,  water  crises  faced  in
different  parts  of  the  country,  depleting
natural resources, issues of climate change
and solving problems of food wastage. 

India-Norway:

India  deal  for  Next  Biometrics:  On 17
July,  the  Norwegian  company  Next
Biometrics,  a  global  leader  in  fingerprint
sensor  technology,  announced  that  it  had
been  selected  as  supplier  of  sensor
technology for production of point of sale
(POS) terminals in the Indian market. Next
Biometrics’  technology  would  be
integrated into POS terminals for Aadhaar
Enabled  Payment  System  (AEPS)
applications. 

Indian Community:

73rd Independence Day of India:  On the
occasion of the 73rd Independence Day of
India,  the  Embassy  of  India  will  be
organizing  a  Flag  Hoisting  Ceremony  on
15th August at  10.00 a.m. at India House,
Holmenveien 4, 0374 Oslo.  

Ongoing  online  Quiz  on  Mahatma
Gandhi:  As  part  of  celebrations  of  the
150th Birth  Anniversary  of  Mahatma
Gandhi, Embassy of India, Oslo has been
organizing  ongoing  Online  Quiz  on
Mahatma  Gandhi  every  month  from  2nd

October 2018 to 2nd October 2019. All are
invited to participate in the Quiz.
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